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P R E S S   R E L E A S E       

9 May 2006
NEW BOARD FOR AVECIA

Teesside, UK : Reflecting a new phase in its corporate development, biotechnology company Avecia has announced a new three-man Board for its parent, Avecia Holdings plc. Avecia is a major player in the contract manufacturing of healthcare biologics and the world’s leading producer of DNA medicines.

Chief Executive Officer & Director Adrian Buckmaster joined Avecia in October 2005 having previously been CEO of the Automotive Products Group and Dobson Park Industries. Earlier in his career he was a director of the Dowty Group responsible for their mining machinery and polymers engineering businesses, before leading a buyout of their Mining Machinery business in 1989. Much of his experience has been in project-based businesses providing bespoke solutions to customers’ requirements. An engineer by training, he studied at Cambridge University.

Chief Financial Officer Duncan McLellan worked on the creation of Avecia - including the original financing of the launch - and was appointed Group Controller on Avecia’s formation in mid-1999. He was previously Financial Controller of Zeneca Specialties. Duncan joined the Pharmaceutical Division of ICI as a Management Accountant in 1983. He qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1981, after gaining an Economics BA at Sheffield University.

Executive Director Dr. Kevin Cox has been President of the Avecia Biologics business unit since October 2005. Formerly Avecia Vice President, Biotechnology, Dr. Cox held a series of senior positions in Avecia’s predecessors Zeneca Specialties and ICI, including periods in Japan and the USA. He has over 10 years’  experience in the biotechnology industry, leading Avecia’s biotechnology-based businesses from their early stages of development through the subsequent period of high growth. Dr Cox chairs the advisory committee of BioNow, a healthcare cluster initiative in England’s North West.  He has a Chemistry degree from Sheffield University and a D.Phil from Oxford. 
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